
  

 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed” Luke 4:18 

 

The Social Justice Ministry wants to know what your interests are and where you might want to serve in 
this work. Please click on this link, 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=wDxxG11gUUOIdkFdXrI68RfoHdutwkBMmrmP7NXDUKZ
URFRXUzNMM1VZRFA3WFhLUTY4QkhYTzNSOC4u and let us know how and where you want to get 
involved. We’ll follow up with you right away! 

THE HISTORICAL LEGACY OF JUNETEENTH 
Juneteenth, official name of federal holiday Juneteenth National Independence Day, also 
called Emancipation Day, Freedom Day, Jubilee Day, Black Independence Day, and Juneteenth 
Independence Day, holiday commemorating the end of slavery in the United States, observed annually 
on June 19. Juneteenth is celebrated on Sunday, June 19, 2022. 

In 1863, during the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation 
Proclamation, which declared more than three million slaves living in the Confederate states to be free. 
More than two years would pass, however, before the news reached African Americans living in Texas. 
It was not until Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, that the state’s residents 
finally learned that slavery had been abolished. The former slaves immediately began to celebrate with 
prayer, feasting, song, and dance. 

The following year, on June 19, the first official Juneteenth celebrations took place in Texas. The 
original observances included prayer meetings and the singing of spirituals, and celebrants wore new 
clothes as a way of representing their newfound freedom. Within a few years, African Americans in 
other states were celebrating the day as well, making it an annual tradition. Celebrations have 
continued across the United States into the 21st century and typically include prayer and religious 
services, speeches, educational events, family gatherings and picnics, and festivals with music, food, 
and dancing. 
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Juneteenth became a state holiday in Texas in 1980, and a number of other states subsequently 
followed suit. In 2021 Juneteenth was made a federal holiday. The day is also celebrated outside the 
United States, being used by organizations in a number of countries to recognize the end of slavery 
and to honor the culture and achievements of African Americans. 

         

If you have not registered to vote, need to fill out information for a change of address or have questions 
pertaining to voting, the Social Justice Ministry will have voter registration tables available, on Sundays, 
at both West Side Missionary Church locations. 

  

 

June 21, 2022 – Absentee Voting 

July 6, 2022 – Last day to register to vote 

July 20, 2022 – Last day to request absentee 

August 1, 2022 – Last day to vote absentee 

August 2, 2022 – Primary Election 

November 8, 2022 – General Election 

 
 
H.B. 1878 has been sent to Missouri Gov. Mike Parson for his signature. Please sign this petition to 
urge Gov. Parson to VETO H.B. 1878 to uphold the rights of all Missourians to free, fair and accessible 
elections.  H.B. 1878 undermines Missouri's democratic institutions and access to the ballot through a 
variety of measures, by upsetting the balance of powers, thwarting voter registration, making it illegal to 
provide absentee ballot applications and enshrining strict photo ID requirements to vote. 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/culture


 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR MISSOURI LEGISLATORS 
Legislator Lookup | Missouri Senate (mo.gov) 

ELECTIONS LEGISLATION 

Non-Expired Photo ID Mandate 

The Senate Local Government and Elections Committee heard HB 1878 (Simmons) on April 6. The bill 
would require registered voters to provide a government-issued non-expired photo identification. 
League opposes barriers that keep eligible citizens from voting and being politically active. LWVMO 
President Marilyn McLeod was present to testify at the hearing. 

The House has passed 8 elections bills so far, 6 with voting restrictions and 2 restricting the initiative 
petition. The House has also passed HJR 131 which could restrict ranked choice voting in the future. 
HJR 179 is still in the Senate Committee. Simmons’ restrictive Photo ID bill may get out of committee 
early this week and get floor time in the Senate. Remember that HJRs (House Joint Resolutions) that 
pass the House and the Senate will go to a vote of the people without needing the approval of the 
Governor. 

Omnibus bill (SB 654) includes photo ID and poll watchers and no-excuse absentee voting reduced 
from 6 weeks to 3 weeks. It includes no use of drop boxes, and one person can’t collect more than five 
registrations. As of April 11, this bill was placed on the Formal Calendar Senate Bills for Perfection  

 

 

'We all need help': St. Louis County councilwoman helps tenants getting evicted in Spanish Lake 
Councilwoman Shalonda Webb said, "Some of them have leases that are not up until this fall and many 
are paying on time for rent so there is no justification given." 

https://www.ksdk.com/mobile/article/news/local/st-louis-co-councilwoman-helps-tenants-getting-evicted-
spanish-lake/63-3c73a69b-ad3f-4f8a-9a2d-ff365f7b369b 

  

https://www.senate.mo.gov/LegisLookup/Default.aspx
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 Legal Corner 

Is Fear motivating your decisions? We often say Christians are not allowed to be fearful. Matthew 6:34 

New International Version 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about 

itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Yet, the world is full of fearful, terrifying things. The use 

of fear is an effective way to influence voting behavior. 1 Fear can sway opinions. For example, fear 

can be used to drive votes toward a particular candidate or party—a method that relies on our natural 

instinct to find safety in numbers. 2 “A large part of politics is getting people to think about things as part 

of a group,” says Christopher Federico, PhD, professor of political science and psychology at the 

University of Minnesota. Politicians using this strategy must first show that, they (or their party), are 

best suited to address a specific issue. Once that is established, making people scared about that issue 

can cause them to seek comfort by joining the ranks of the group perceived as most capable. 

Campaigns also use fear to drive votes away from political opponents. This strategy may involve factual 

or misleading statements about the opposing candidate’s limitations or claims that an election victory 

for the opposition will lead to outright disaster.3 “If someone is highly anxious about an election or 

candidate, they may avoid consuming any information about the candidate or the election,” says Leonie 

Huddy, PhD, professor of political science at the State University of New York at Stony Brook. “This 

may extend to voting abstention because thinking about the election is overly aversive.” Raising anxiety 

around an election or candidate is a tactic often used to decrease voter turnout among an opponent’s 

supporters (The Journal of Politics, Vol. 73, No. 1, 2011; Political Research Quarterly, Vol. 66, No. 2, 

2013) 

Perhaps the best way to prevent being manipulated is to understand the emotion of fear itself. “Fear 

induces withdrawal, stepping back, being cautious,” says Federico. “Fear and anxiety get us to stop 

and re-assess.” 4 God’s word tells us, Proverbs 1:7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; 

fools despise wisdom and instruction. What may be perceived as fear, my be God’s way of saying,  

 “Let’s get activated. Let’s work to spread the truth and the facts.” Perhaps you are afraid that your 

Rights may be taken away. Perhaps, you are afraid the Gun violence is taking over the country. What 

can be done? Are you motivated to make change? What can you as an individual do? 
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Arm Yourself with Your Legal Rights (From Missouri Secretary of State Website) 

FAQs Voting Rights (mo.gov) 

• What are the qualifications to be a voter? In order to register to vote, an individual must be:  

1. A citizen of the United States;  

2. A resident of the State of Missouri; and  

3. 17 years and 6 months of age (must be 18 by Election Day). If an individual meets these 

requirements, they are entitled to register to vote.  

• To be entitled to vote, a person:  

o Must be registered to vote in the jurisdiction of the person's domicile prior to the 

election;  

o Cannot be imprisoned;  

o Cannot be on probation or parole after conviction of a felony;  

o Cannot have been convicted of a felony or misdemeanor connected to voting; and  

o Cannot have been declared incapacitated.  

• I was convicted of a felony and have completed my probation and parole. Can I vote?  

o Yes. Upon completion of your sentence and probation or parole, you are eligible to vote 

in elections. Individuals who have been convicted of an election offense, whether a 

felony or misdemeanor, are not allowed to vote.  

• Can I vote without my voter identification card or without a photo ID?  

o You can vote without your voter identification card as long as are a registered voter. 

Click here to see your options.  

• I will be out of town on Election Day. How will I vote?  

o If you are going to be unable to vote on Election Day due to:  

  Absence from the jurisdiction of the election authority in which you are registered 

to vote,  

 Incapacity or confinement due to illness or physical disability, including primary 

caregivers  

 Religious belief or practice,  



 Employment as an election authority, as a member of an election authority, or by 

an election authority at a location other than your polling place,  

Legal Corner (continued) 

 Incarceration, provided all qualifications for voting are retained, then you are 

eligible to vote by absentee ballot, and  

 Certified participation in the address confidentiality program established under 

sections 589.660 to 589.681 because of safety concerns.  

o The absentee voting period begins on the sixth Tuesday before the date of the election. 

All requests for an absentee ballot should be submitted by the day before the election if 

voting in person, or by 5:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday before the election if 

requesting a ballot by mail. The election authority must receive all absentee ballots by 

the close of polls on Election Day in order to be counted.  

o You can apply for an absentee ballot in person, by mail, by fax, or a guardian or close 

relative (parents, siblings, children, grandchildren, grandparents, as well as these 

relationships through marriage) may request in person an absentee ballot for you. Each 

application should be made to the election authority of the jurisdiction in which you are 

registered. The application needs to be in writing and needs to give the following 

information:  

 Name 

 voter registration address 

 reason for voting absentee 

 the address to which the ballot is to be mailed, if requested 

 which party's ballot is requested, if it’s a primary election.  

o For more details or to answer specific questions on absentee voting contact your local 

election authority or contact the Secretary of State's Election Division at (800) 

NOWVOTE or elections@sos.mo.gov. 

• I need help when I vote. What are my options?  

o Curbside Voting If you have limited mobility, you may be able to vote "curbside" or 

outside the polling place.  

o You should go to your polling place and ask someone to go in and ask poll workers to 

bring a ballot out to you. The poll workers should bring you a ballot within a reasonable 

period of time.  

mailto:elections@sos.mo.gov


o Accessible Voting Systems Every polling place must have an accessible voting system 

for individuals with disabilities including audiovisual accessibility.  

 Accessible systems include an audio ballot to make selections or the ability to 

enlarge text so that you can read the on-screen ballot with ease.  
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o Permanent Absentee Voting If you have a permanent physical disability you may request 
to be placed on a designated list so that your local election authority can automatically 
mail an absentee ballot application directly to you prior to each election.  
 You will need to make this request directly your local election authority who will 

send you further information.  

 Personal Assistance If you cannot read or write, are blind or have another 

physical disability and cannot vote your ballot, you may choose to bring in a 

person to help you vote.  

 Your assistant does not have to be over the age of 18 or must be a registered 

voter. Additionally, a bipartisan team of poll workers can assist you upon request.  

God can and does miraculously save people from injury or heal them, but, He works through humans to 

accomplish those works. Christians may disagree on the best means by which we can protect and save 

lives, but we can’t allow fear to stop us in our tracks. Get knowledge of the facts, help to spread the 

truth, allow others to stand in their truth without fear of reprisal. What good is it, my brothers and sisters, 

if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? (James 2:14) 17 In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. (James 2:17) 

  The Saint Louis County NAACP and Environmental Justice 

Environmental injustice has a disproportionate impact on communities of color and low-income 

communities in Saint Louis County, in Missouri, the United States and around the world. The 

NAACP Environmental and Climate Justice Program supports community leadership in addressing this 

human and civil rights issue. For the year 2022, the Saint Louis County NAACP Environmental Justice 

Committee focuses on three initiatives: Radiation in North St. Louis County, Lead Poisoning, and 

Energy Justice. 

https://www.naacp.org/environmental-climate-justice-about/


An exciting and recent development supported by both the St. Louis County Branch and the Missouri 

NAACP concerns lead poisoning and, in particular, lead in drinking water in Missouri’s schools, 

including schools in St. Louis County. The issue of lead in drinking water is alarming. Eighty percent of 

children in Missouri have detectable levels of lead in their blood, according to a recent study published 

  in JAMA Pediatrics, a publication of the American Medical Association. The 

health consequences of lead poisoning in children often are irreversible. 

In 2020, the Saint Louis County Branch of the NAACP began supporting the work of a young, African 

American lawyer named Madeline Semanisin. (Madeline works as a lawyer at Great Rivers 

Environmental Law Center in Saint Louis, and her work is supervised by the Saint Louis County 

NAACP environmental justice committee chair.) Before Madeline began working on this issue, most 

schools in Missouri were not required to test their water for lead, and even fewer were required to 

remediate high lead levels. 

 

  In the current legislative session, Madeline devoted countless hours to drafting legislation, researching 

policy, creating educational packets, meeting with legislators, and testifying in front of legislative 

committees. All of this hard work these past two years has borne fruit. Last week (on May 12) the 

Missouri legislature passed a budget that devotes $27 million for lead remediation in drinking water in 

schools. The legislature also sent to the Governor for signature SB 681 - legislation to address lead in 

school drinking water. This is a huge win for children in Saint Louis County and throughout Missouri. 

  
Bruce A. Morrison 
Great Rivers Environmental Law Center 
 
 


